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N CORRUPT MINISTERS 
The CAUSE of | 
Publick Calamities ; 
OR, 


The Intereſt of the King and his 
P eople, One, 2 C. 


HE Nation being now at Peace with 
all the World, and Armed Troops laid 
aſide, I ſhall give a Summary Ac- 
count of ſuch Matters as were by me, 
during the late War, laid before buth 
Houſes of Parliament. And leave your Honours and 
the World to judge, Whether or no the Ring; Mini- 

ſters and Servants have anſwered the great End and De- 

ſign of the late Revolution; or treated the People of 

England according to their Laws, and his Mjaeſty's 

goodneſs. | 

The late Revolution was that which gave a gene- 
ral ſatisfaction to all true Engliſh- men; and no Man 
ſat down with more Pleaſure than I did, in look- 
ing back to conſider how great a Deliverance we re- 
ceived thereby. And altho* I ſaw the War had been 
divers years on foot, and like to continue; and Trade 

(the beſt Jewel in the Crown) greatly ' oppreſſed, 

yet did I not apptehend my ſelf at all concerned in 

the 
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tHe matter, as conceiving the King's Miniſters would 
not be wanting of their utmoſt Care therein. And 

for ought I know, never had concern d my ſelf in 

Publick Affairs to this day, had it not been for a 

Book that was Publiſh?d by Captain St. Los, in the 
year 1692, and by him Dedicated to his Majeſty, 
and both Houſes of Parliament, and therein propo- 
ſed a Law-Tax (which had been granted for the 

term of Nine Years, the 22d and the 23d of King 
Charles the Second) to be ſettled for perpetuity up- 

on Greenwich Hoſpital ; at the ſight of which, I was . 
ſurprized to ſee a Saylor. offer ſuch an abſurd thing, 

much more to find the Matter often debated before 

the: Chief Miniſters of State. Upon which my Mind 
often ſuggeſted to- me, I might do a Publick piece 
of ſervice in digeſting my Thoughts, and ' laying 

them before the King and Parliament; and it was. 
not long before I. took a Reſolution ſo to do; yet. 
not without great reluctancy and ſtruggling within 
my ſelf, being conſcious. of my own. Weakneſs. Ho- 

ever, the ſenſe of the Duty I owed. to my King 
and Country, ſoon. overcame thoſe  timorous 
Though's. 


So the ſollowing Seſſion of Parliament I writ a 
Book Entituled, Euglaud's Glory reviv'd, Sold by Tho- 
mas Newborongh. at the Golden- Ball, in St. Pauls 
Church-Tard, which I Dedicated to his Majeſty. and 
both Houtes of Farliament,. and was ſo. happy in my 
Neot:01s, as to propoſe ſeveral things that prov'd to 
be of great Uſe and Service to the King and King- 
dom, of which 1 ſhall give a brief Account before - 
E proceed to the Matter in Hand. 

Eirſt, 1 propoſed an Act of Tunnage for laying. 
fix Pence per. Tun upon all Coaſters, Er. which 


Was 
— — 


* » — . 


(5) 

"was paſſed into an Act the ſame Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment, and was the occaſion of the railing ſome 
Hundred of Thouſands of Pounds to the Uſe of 
the Publick, tho' the Act has ſince been repeal- 


ed. | 


Secondly,” I -propoſed that all Saylers on Board 
Merchant-men and Coaſters, ſhould pay ſomewhat 
out of their Wages, towards the Relief and oup- 
port of ſuch Saylors that ſhould happen to be 
wounded or maimed in his Majeſties Service (and 
gave my Reaſons to prove the Feaſibleneſs, E- 
quity and Juſtice thereof which ſome time after 
was alſo paſſed into an Act, upon which is founded 
the Revenue of Greenwich Hoſpital, which owes its 
Being and Foundation to his Majeſty's Goodneſs, 
(as to its being an Hoſpital) and will be a glorious 
thing, and greatly to the Honour and Intereſt of 
the Nation, when once we come to have Juſtice 
duly adminiſtred, and the Saylors treated with H 


Thirdly, I made it appear by plain Matter of 
Fact, and Actions of the Government, there was 
no occaſion of laying any Embargo upon Shipping 
(for from the beginning of the War to thet time, 
the Nation had ſeldom been free from an Embar- 
go) and rendred it to be, as truly it was, like ſtop- 
ping the Circulation of a Man's Blood in his Body, 
which had its deſired effect. Talſo made it appear, 
the Prefs Ketches were not only a great Charge to 
the Government (Computed by Captain St. Leo, at 
6.0000 Pounds per Annum) but a Burthen to Trade, 
and wholly uſeleſs, and ſhewed how the Royal 
Navy might be manned with ſtout and able Sea- 


men, with little or no Charge to the Government, 
| which 
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which was acknowledged and allowed to-be true, 
by the Lords of the Admiralty, but neyer put in 
practice, a 


Thus have I given a brief Account of the Chief 
Matters contained in the foreſaid Book, which I ſhould 
not have mentioned at all, being Forreign to the 
Matter in hand, only the Publiſhing of it was that 
which brought to my Knowledge a great deal of 
Wickedneſs that was committed in the Government, 
by Perſons who were then in Places of Publick 
Truſt, S0 I took a Reſolution to lay open their 
Crimes before both Houſes of Parliament; Ac- 
cordingly the next Seſſion of Parliament I writ a Book 
Entituled Great Britains Tears, which I Dedicated 
and Preſented to bath Houſes of Parliament ; and 
therein ſet forth the horrible Corruption there was 
in the Government, and how fatal the Conſequence 
would be, if a ſtop were not put thereto. The 
Houſe of Commons was pleaſed to take notice of 
one Paſlage therein, wherein I offer'd to prove how 
ſome Perſons had defrauded the King of two or three 
hundred Thouſand Pounds, upon which I was ordered 
toappear at the Bar of the Houſe, which I did, and 
there declared the ſame, and offer'd toprove it, provi- 
ded 1 had the aſſiſtance of that Honourable Houſe. 
Then was J ordered to withdraw, and ſoon after came 
out to me one of the Commiſſioners for taking and 
ſtating the publick Accounts (whom] very well knew) 
who told me I was referred to their Board, where 
he faid I ſhould have all imaginable Juſtice ; but 
making my Application to that Board, they retuſed 
to receive Matter I would have laid before them 
upon Oath, So finding I could make nothing of it 
in the Houſe of Commons (in which thoſe who 


were Guilty, had too great footing, a — 
| the 
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the Nation was never troubled withal before ) Re- 


ſolved to make my Application to the Houſe of 
Peers, in order thereunto, I drew up Articles a- 
gainſt the Lords of ſhe Admiralty, the Commiſſioners 
of the Navy, and the Commiſſioners for the Sick 
and Wounded Sea-men, which are as follow. 


1. That the preſent Commiſſioners for Sick and 


+ Wounded Sea-men, and exchanging Priſoners at 


War (depending on the Admiralty) not regarding 
Inſtructions, or the good of the Government, have 


committed groſs Enormities, as holding, or conni- 
ving at an unlawful Correſpondence with the French, 


and wronging both King and Subject in their Ac- 


counts, with other great Miſcarriages, all which 


has been about a Year fince, laid in Writing be- 
fore the Secretary of State, by one Mr, Bie, and 
by the King's command, examined before the Lords 
of the Admiralty, c. And it will appear, the 
ſaid Commiſhoners have. been very Injurious to the 


Poor Saylors in particular, and very detrimental to 
the Government in general. 


- Secondly, That the Lords of the Admiralty and 
the Commiſhoners of the Navy have acted contra- 


TY to the Publick good, by ountenancing, Sup- 


2 and Preferring Criminals, and on the con- 


trary, Perſecuting the Diſcoverers, and turning Juſt 


Men out of their Offices. 


Thirdly, That the Lords of the Admiralty have 
had great Diſcoveries laid before them, of Embe- 
zelments, and other great Frauds committed in 
the Kings Yards, attended with Forgery and Per- 
jury. 


B Fourthly, 
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Fourtbiy, That it is maniſeſt, that ſome of the 
Commiſſioners of the Navy, have in that Office ad- 
vanced themſelves from Sallaries of 30 Pounds per 
Annum, to vaſt Eſtates. Having paſſed great Frauds, . 
and totally diſcouraged the Diſcovery of Embezelled 
Stores, to the great waſte of the Publick Trea- 


ſure, 


_ Fiftbly, That it hath been a long practice in the 
Navy, to make out Falſe Tickets and Powers, ſu- 
ſpending and delaying the poor Saylors in their juſt 
Payments, to the great Diſcouragement of them, 
and ſtarving their Families, 


Theſe Articles, with my Petition, I Prefented to a 
Noble Lord, who was pleaſed to receive the ſame, 
and cauſe them both to be read in the Houſe of 
Peers; upon wich I was ordered to give in a Liſt 
of my Witneſles, as Idid in part, and then their Lord- 
{hips proceeded upon the matter, and at the Bar of 
the Houſe, examined divers Witneſſes upon the firſt 
Head; by whom I proved that an Apothecary in 
Watling-ſtreet had ſerved in at the Laboratory in the 
Savoy, for the Uſe of the Sick and Wounded Sea- 
men, a great quantity of Damaged Rhubarb, which 
coſt him but about 94. Fd pound. But as I was 
proceeding, the foreſaid Commiſſioners of Accounts, 
lent their Secretary to the Houſe, and humbly pray- 
ed They might have the Examination thereof, 
Whereupon their Lordſhips made an Order of Re- 
ference to that Board touching the Firſt Head, and 
the Day following, the Second and Third Head 
and that they ſhould examin them, and then tranſ- 
mit them and the Examination, to the Houſe, 
which Orders were never obey'd (tho ſome Pro- 


(11) 
\ceedings they did make, of which an Account ſhall 
be given) notwithſtanding their Lerdſhips atter- 

wards, upon my humble petition, made two ſeve- 
ral Orders in my Favour, requiring the ſaid Com- 

miſſioners to proceed in examining my Articles to 
them Referred, and tranſmit the ſame to the Houſe 

yet neither ofthoſe Orders were ever obeyed: By all 
which, it may plainly be ſeen, the Houſe of Peers 
were of Opinion, the examining into theſe Articles 
would have been of great Uſe and Service to the 

King and Kingdom, and prevented a great deal of 

Fraud and Wickedneſs, which was then on foot, 

and has ſince involved the Nation in Debt, and 

brought an univerſal Poverty upon the Trading 
part of the Nation, and that which is even worſe, 
and more grievous (being Entailed upon Poſterity, 
unleſs ſome extraordinary Means are uſed) our Trade 
given up tothe Dutch (nh to give them their due, are 
among themſelves ſtrid Obſervers of Juſtice, and, like 

Death, ſpare none that wittingly break their Laws, the 

Fruits of which they reap, being free from Fattion, 

tho a Compound of all Religions, and the Richeſt, 

and moſt Powerful State, con(idering the extent of their 

Territories, that is now, or ever was in the World, 

a juſt Reward of their Vertue) or to ſpeak more 

properly and truly, driven out of the Kingdom by 

Corruption and heavy Impoſitions, which alone is 

ſufficient to Ruin the whole Kingdom; for it eats 

up the People, prevents the Conſumption of the 

Product of the Nation in Foreign Parts, and has laid 

the Foundation of Clandeſtine Trade, never to be re- 

moved, until ſomething elſe be found in lieu there- 
of, to anſwer the end for which thofe Duties were 
given. 
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But to proceed in Proſecuting theſe Articles, 1 
unhappily fell under the Diſpleaſure of the Houſe 
of Peers, and was by their Lordihips Order, taken 
into Cuſtody by the Uſher of the Black Rod, for 
Reflecting upon the Houſe, and refuſing to make 
Anſwer. But their Lordſhips, upon my humble 
Petition (which through the Favour of a Noble Lord 
was read in a full Houſe) were pleaſed to order.. 
me to be Diſcharged without paying Fees, and ne- 
ver called me to the Bar of the Houle to Reprimand 
me upon my Knees; ſo the Favour I received was 
exemplar, and without Prefjdent, for which I am,. 
and ought to be thankful. 


After this, I was committed to the Poultry Comp- 
ter, (where I remained for the ſpace of about ſix 
Weeks, ) by a Juſtice of the Peace, for Publiſhing a 
Book,Entituled, A Dialogue between a Modern Courtier, 
and an Honeſt Engliſh Gentleman; which he in his 
Warrant of Commitment, was pleaſed to call a Se- 
ditious and Scandalous Libel, notwithſtanding at the 
ſame time he Committed me, he publickly declared 
before near twenty Perſons, it was a very Honeſt 
Book, and. his own Loſſes could ſufficiently ſpeak 
as to the Truth of it; but ſaid, he durſt not do o- 
therwiſe, he ſhould be chid and gain Diſpleaſure : 
In fine, I laid my Cauſe before both Houſes of Par- 
liament, which occafion'd an Expedient to be found 
in order to my. being Releaſed, fo I was by a Meſ- 
ſenger taken into Cuſtody by a Warrant from the 
Secretary of. State, for Publiſhing a Seditious and 
Scandalous Libel, and coming out of the. Priſon, 
the Meſſenger and I parted, and there was an end 
of my Continement for Publiſhing that Seditious and 


Scandalous Libel, Entituled, A. Dialogue, &c. Only. 
two 
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two or three days after, I went to the Secretary's Of · 


fice, and there made Oath, (which 1 offer'd before, 
but it would not be accepted) Mr, Baſton was the 
Author of the foreſaid Dialogue, for which they 
detained him about fix Weeks longer, in all, about 
three Months (he having before been taken into Cu- 
ftody) and then diſcharg'd him upon his own Re- 
cognizance. Yet no ſooner was he at liberty, but 
he Dedicated and Preſented this Seditious and 


Scandalous Litel to the Houſe of Commons (to 


which I muſt conſeſs I was acceſfary) to whom he 


appealed for Juſtice, but the Houſe took no notice 


of it one way or other. 


Now as to the Proceedings of the Com- 


miſſioners for ſtating the Publick Accounts, I ſhall 
wave giving a Relation of Matters in reference to 


that Board, more than what is abſolutely neceſſary, 


they being all gone (but two) to ſtate their Accounts - 


at the great Tribunal of Heaven. There appeared, 
(for formality ſake) before the ſaid Commiſſioners, 
three of the Commiſhoners of the Navy, who. pro- 


duced, in their Vindication, a Folio Book, by which 


they pretended to Shew how faithful they had been. 


to their Truſt, and inſiſted upon it as a great Evi- - 


dence thereof; the ſaid Book contained the Names 


of a multitude of their Officers, whom from time to 


time they had Muct 5, 10 L. per Man, for Embezel- 
ling his Majeſty's Naval Stores, whereas a greater 
Evidence could not poſſibly have been given of their 


Fraud and Breach of Truſt: For by the Law, it was 
Fellony without Benefit of Clergy, or eight Years 
Servitude in the Weſt-Indjes, not to return upon 


pain of Death, to Steal, Embezel, or Purloin a- 


ny of his Majeſties Naval Stores, to the value of 
Twenty Shillings, 22 of K. Charles ad. Chap. 5. By all 
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-which it's manifeſt, their Officers were no other 
than the Inſtruments or Tools by which they Embezel- 
led the Publick Treaſure, more fully to confirm 
which, 1 ſhall give a brief Account of ſome Matters 
I would fully have proved, if I might have been 
fairly heard, the greateſt part whereof can and may 
: ſtill be proved, and a great deal more than what 
is here related, and was by me divers times-laid 
before both Houles of Parliament. It was proved 
before the Lords of the Admiralty, great Embezel- 
ments were made of his Majeſty's Naval Stores out 
of Portſmouth Tard ſ(beſides many Fraudulent Con- 
tracts made on the behalt. of the KING) by 
Mr. Graham Clerk of the Chest. Mr. Trevor, Clerk 
of the Rope- yard; Mt. Baten, Clerk of the Survey, 
and Sub- commiſſioner for Prizes,and other Officers of 
the Yard. Upon which, divers Perſons were In- 
died and Tried at the King*s-Bench-Bar, where the 
Commiſſioners of the Navy appeared in a Body to 
bring off the Criminals, which they effected, by pro- 
ducing a Sham Book of Loans, and ſaying thoſe 
Goods, for which the Priſoners at the Bar ſtood In- 
dicted, were only ſuch as had been lent out of Stores, 
which in it ſelf was a notorious falſhood, for no 
Stores are ever lent but to Ships in diſtreſs; where- 
as the Priſoners at the Bar were private Traders; 
but who ſhould queſtion the veracity of the Com- 
miſſioners of the Navy, when their Juſtice had ne- 
ver been publickly call d in queſtion? Such ano- 
ther Buſineſs as this, was as prudently managed in 
the Country; ſor divers Perſons were taken up at 
Portſmonth upon the fame Account, and were all 
bound by Recognizance before the Mayor of Portſ- 
month, to appear at Wineheſter Aſſixes among which 
was a certain Merchant, who thro? fear, and in hopes 
to ſave himſelf, depoſed upon Oath, he. had 2 
a ſeve 
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ſeveral Thouſand Pounds worth of the Kings Embe. - 
zelled Stores, as his Neighbours had done. And that - 
he had for many Years ſerved the King's Yard with 
Pitch, Tar, Oyl, &c.) But when the Judge came 
the Circuit, the Mayor never delivered in his Recog- 
nizances, whereupon the Court fined him 200 J. Up- 
on which, Captain Wilſhaw, the Commiſſioner of 
Portſmouth Yard, ſent Mr. Bizil the 'Town-Clerk of 
Port/month, along with the Mayor to poſt after the 
Judge to Salisbury, who pre vailed with the Judge to 
take off the Fine, and upon his return, gave the Cap- 
tain a Note of the Charge and ſervice done, being in 
all about Eight Pound, which he paid him, but dropt 
the Note in the King's Yard, and when my Articles 
were under Examination before the Commiſſioners, 
for ſtating the Publick Accounts, was Mr. Bzzel ſum- 
moned up from Portſmouth about this Note, which 
was then produced, and was by him acknowledged 
to be the Original Note he gave to Captain 22 
for the foreſaid Service, but the Commiſſioners of 
Accounts were never at leiſure to take his Depolition, 
tho' he waited ſeveral days; however, before he went 
out of Town, he made Oath of the matter, as it 
has been Related before the Lords of the Admiralty, . 
in whoſe Office the Note remains. 


:, - 


A poor Rope-maker in Port/month offered Mr. Tre. 
vor 200 J. to give way to the Embezelling the Kings + 
Naval Stores (ſet at work no doubt by Captain Wil. 
ſhaw , for when the matter firſt broke out, great En. 
deavours were uſed to have Compoſed the matter at 
his Houſe) which he refuſed, and laid the Matter 
before the Lords'of the Admiralty.-- Yet this-very 
Fellow did the Commiſſioners of the Navy aſter- 
wards make Maſter-Rope-maker of Portſmouth: Yard, 
in which ſtation he improv'd his time 2 
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laſt Year he was Judged to be worth 20000 J. but 
happened then to fall under Misfortune, for one of 
his Under-Agents began to Cackle, whereby he was 
obliged to give him money, of which he ſoon grew 
weary, ſo {poke to two Soldiers to let them know 
ſuch a Perſon was troubleſome to him, upon which 
they murdered the man, and gave him notice there- 
of (who, as its ſaid, went and viewed the dead Budy) 
and then buried him in the Sand; but the Tide 
waſhed up the Body and drove it to Shore, and then 
ie was found the poor man had been murdered, but 
by whom it was not known, until one of the Souldi- 
ers, by ſome means, confeſled the matter. Then was 
his Comrade and his Majeſties Rope-maker ſeized, and 
Tried at Wincheſter Aſſizes, where the Souldier was 
condemn d to be hang d, and accordingly Executed, 
and his Majeſties Rope- maker ſentenced to be burnt 
in the Hand, and forfeit all his Goods and Chattels 


to the King, 


But to return to his Majeſties Officers, that prov- 
ed theſe Crimes, to ſee how they were treated, 
Mr. Graham and Mr. Trevor were by the Commiſſio- 
ners of the Navy, ſuipended from their Employ- 
ments, and had many Articles framed againſt them, 
and notwithſtanding they proved thoſe Articles to 
be notorious falſe, yet were they never reſtored, 
or could have any reparation, tho' it's true, 
Mr. Trevor was, by his Majeſty's Order, twice heard 
before ſome of the chief Miniſters of State, yet 
nothing came on't. No body could be found to 
Accuſe Mr. Baten, therefore a Letter was procu- 
red from the Late Queen of Bleſſed memory, or- 
. dering him to be diſmiſt out of both his Employ- 
ments, as was accordingly done. In Concluſion, 
Mr. Grabam, and Mr. Trevor died through 9 
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and Anguiſh of mind, as did likewiſe Mr. Buffon 
and others, to find themſelves fo barbarouſly 
treated, for their Faithfulneſs and Juſtice to 
the Government. And the Sufferings which [ 
have undergone, am I no ways able to Exprels ; 
for by the Corrupt, Ignorant, and unthinking 
part of mankind, together with the evil Treat- 
ment I received ; have I been (as others were) 
almoſt worried to Death (having teen ill treat- 
ed in my private Affairs, as well as publickly 
oppreſſed: For, three Years have [ been kept 
out of the Intereſt of 600 Pound; and ſince I 
have been in Poſſeſſion of the Eſtate in Mort- 
gage, have I had no leſs than three ſeveral 
Heirs ſtarted up, and now lately, an old pre- 
tended Judgment, and a Bill filed againſt me by 
a Pauper) but through the goodneſs of God, I 
have hitherto eſcaped with my. Life, and ſhall 
proceed to give a further Relation of evil Pra- 
ices that have been committed in the Govern- 
ment, 


© I take ir to be the great buſineſs 
© of every Man's Life (lays Mr. 
* Ruſbworth, to whote Memory this 
Nation is deeply Indebted) to Learn 


* what the World is, what has been 


done, and what is doing in it, and 


© upon the whole, to judge what 
© ought to be done. | 


1 al 
For as we bave many Members in 


the ſame Office ; ſo, we heit many, 
are an Ka and 2 — ae 4 5 
each others preſervation. And alſo 
obliged (in Cafe of Neceſſity) to 
aid and aſſiſt our Neighbours, due 
regard being friſt had to our own 
lafety. 


But to proceed, the Commiſſioners of the Na. 
vy, ſold out o Chatham Yard to one Zachariah 


Coates, Sixteen Tun eve hundred pound, we 0 


of Hemp, under the Notion of Rach ns, or 
ings, at "thirty Shillings per Tun. Upon which 
five- Hoyes were Laden with Hemp (cramme 
full in the Hold, and heaped up upon Deck) 
Burthen two hundred and forty Tun, ſeventy or 
eighty Tun of which, it was proved upon Oath, 
was delivered to the ſaid Coates, and the reſt 
found lodg'd in two obſcure Warehouſes, by, a 
worthy Citizen who made it his buſineſs, to diſ- 
cover thi Fraud, and took a Sample of this Hemp, 
__ weht_and, aid te, y whole ma 521 89 dolore che the 
ee ; of the Navy, m. 
Kea 200 per Tun for the Reue that was 


— - ellos two Warehouſes, it they could 
juſtiſie the Sale; at firſt the Ts to be Aach 


ſurpriz d. Bur to ſecure and make * = . 
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was huſhed up, but a further Evil attended 
this Matter, for great part of this Hemp (which 
was the Ribbs and Bands of Hemp, and not the 
beſt, which at that time was worth twenty fix, 
or twenty ſeven pound per Tun) was wrought 
into Cordage, and ſent to Debtford Yard, and 
found upon a ſurvey, by the proper Officer of 
the Yard, to be forty Pound per Cent. worle, 
than what was delivered by another Perſon. 


Twice did I Lay this Matter open in Print, 
and offered to prove it. Yet, no notice was ta- 
ken of it only by one Mr. C«/{ford, who was then 
a Member of Parliament, and promis'd to lay 
the matter before the Houſe of Commons, which 
he never did. However he matiag'd the Buſi- 
ſineſs prudently (according to the Humour of 
the Times) in reference. to his own, Iritereſt, 
for he ſoon made the Commilſioners of the Na- 
vy ſenſible of their Crime, ſo they not only 
complyed 10 buf Cort, of him for the Kings 
Uſe (which before they refuſed to do) but pre- 
vailed with divers of the King's principal Mimi 


ſters, to go in a Body (as appears the Print- 


making Canvaſs, and promis d all poſſible En- 
couragement to ſo good a Work; and that was 
not all, for Ar. Calli ford was introduced (to 
keep him quiet) into an Employ in the Cuſtoms 
to the value of about ſeven or eight Hundred 
* per Annum, which he Enjoys to this 
ay. | 


b. 
ed News Papers) to ſee Mr. 27477 Looms for 
a 


C 2 An 
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An Eminent Sayl-maker went and acquaint- 
ed the Comptroler of the Navy, there were great 
Embezeiments made of the King's Canvas, to 
ſuch a degree, that it was an Injury to the 
whole Trade, by being under fold, and told 
him it he might be Impowered, he could actu- 
ally take the Goods upon the Offenders, and 
put an end to that Evil practice. To which the 
Comptroller anſwer'd, and faid, us and 
Princes are born to be cheated. So would not 
meddle in it. This Sayl-maker afterwards 
proved it to his Face, before divers of the Chief 
and Principal Miniſters of State. 


In the Month of April laſt, the foremention. 
ed Citizen bought (through great importunity) 
a parcel of Ropes to the value of about nine 
Pounds, which being done, he much queſtioned 
the goodneſs of them (it being cheaper than he 
could buy the Hemp) the Rope-maker did aſſure 
him they were made of right Rigs Hemp, which 
he bought of one Hicks, an Officer belonging to 
the King's Yard at Chatham, upon which the 
Citizen had him before the Commiſſioners of the 
Navy, and asked them what he ſhould do in 
the matter (he not daring to pay the mony with- 
out their Knowledge or Order) they told him, 
all they could fay to it, was, he muſt pay the 
money, as he accordingly did: Now this His, 
of whom this Hemp was bought, was one of 
the chief Witneſſes that proved the fore-going 
matter about the Rackinzs or Flyings. So the 
World may ſee the Thieving Trade ſtill goes on, 
and muſt, and will do ſo (as things now * 

| or 
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for the Commiſſioners of the Navy dare not pro- 
lecute their Officers, but are vbliged to protect 
them, as it appears they have carefully done 
hitherto i» order to their own preſervation, For 
no man but will tell Truth, rather than be bang- ; 
ed. 


As to what I accuſed the Commiſſieners of 
the Navy in reference to their abuſing the poor 
Saylers (who are one of-the greateſt Bulwarks of 
the Kingdom) it now notoriouſly appears to the 
whole Earth, far more Engliſh Saylors have turn- 
ed Pyrates (or deſerted their Native Conntrey) 
within theſe ſeven or eight Years palt, than in 
many hundred years before, which can never 
be attributed to any other cauſe, than their ha- 
ving been made Deſperate by Evil Uſage ; by 
which it's manifeſt to the World, many thou- 
ſands of poor Saylers have Periſhed, to the Eter- 
nal Scandal and Reproach of this Nation (were 
there no greater evil in it) for while the Dateb 
and Freuch were encouraging their Saylors, and 
uſing all Arts whereby to encreaſe them, were 
we treating our Saylors, as if we had defhign- 
ed to have rooted them out from among us; and 
well it were the Saylers were all calld home, and © 


pardoned ; and the Authors of their Miſery, ſbarp- 
ly puniſhed. | 


It was proved before the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty, by near Forty Witneſſes, notorious Em- 
bezelments were made of his Majeſties Naval 
Stores, in all the King's Yards, yet nothing 

came 


1 


5 
\ 


1 
came on't, only great Endeavours were uſed to 
ruin the Perſon that laid thoſe Crimes before 
their Lordſhips, which in the end was effected, 
by illegal means, in a Judicial manner, 


In ſhort, Its manifeſt the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty did all they could to prolong the War, 
by not intercepting the Thonlon Squadron. 
By ſhamefully expoſing the Trade and Shipping 
of this Kingdom to the Violence of the Enemy, 
all the time of the Late War; and as the Na- 
tion grew poorer and poorer, did they and their 
Adberents increaſe in Wealth and Grandure, Yet 
now are they all ready to ſay as Agag did, whom 
Samuel ſle w before the Lord in Gilgal) Surely the 
bitterneſs of death is paſt. 564 be 


He who ſhall Publickly declare, 4 
Fler is not the beſt Security to this 
Kingdom in time of Peace, deſerves 
more to be whipt at the Geers, or 
hanged at the Yard Arm, than be an 
Admiral. 


By all which has been related, there's not the 
leaſt doubt to be made, But that all thole Crimes 
that were during the late War, and ſince, pub- 
lickly laid to the charge of the Commiſſioners 
of the. Exciſe, (who barbarenſly treated Mr. Brug- 
by tor his Juſtice to the King and the Pub, 
lick). the Commiſſioners of - the- Guſtoms, the 


Com- 
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Commiſſioners of the Poſt Office, (whoſe Crimes 
were proved about four Years ſince, by Mr. Black. 
hall, and others, beſides Woody ate's bulineſs, and 
of which 1 have an Authentick Copy; the 
Commiſſioners of the Prize Otfice (whoſe Crimes 
appear to be Notorious, by what I took out of 
their own, Books, by, means of a Worthy Mem- 
ber of the Houſe: of Commons, &«. are all un- 
doubted Truths For by, Herculess Foot, we may 
know the Proportion of his Body, and by 2 
little, eaſily judge what a great deal means. 


They are unhappy Men that ſhall-endegr 
*, vqur- to; ſet the King and the Body of the 
Realm at variance; for it is the People that 
© muſt Pray; that muſt Puy, and: muſt Fight 
4 for their Prince. Said Abbot Archbiſhop of Cas. 
terbary , who, like a pious good Man as he was, 
— ly avoided even the very Convarſatſon ot 

Perſons, who, in his 1 8 e the 
e, and abuſed the King's Ea 


They who oppreſs tbe- Subject, and 
rr 
Invade euery Man's Property, and 
are Enemigs. ta, the King and bjs 
People. Fo they age, , mach 
45, in them lief that muual Truſs un 
ada in each Pa, uo ir ab- 
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D 
ſolutely neceſſary between the King and 
bis People. : a0 bag 

In the' mean time, the ſhifting and 
changing of Hands, and not puniſhing 
Offenaers, (as bath been practiſed bi- 
therto, and the Cauſe of all the Nati- 


ons Miſery) is no other than putting 


the People, as it were, out of the Fry- 
ing-Pan into the Fire. For it Con- 
temns the Law, Condenms the Innocent, 
Corrupts the Morals and Manners of 
Men, and in effect, Deſtroys all Proper- 
ty, by leaving the whole Body of the 
Prop at the Mercy of Publick Mini- 
ſters ; who being out of the reach of the 
ordinary Courſe of the Law, will ne- 


| wer do the People juſtice, till they are 


made to know the ſanction, weight, and 
force of the Law; the generality of 
Mankind, eſpecially Publick Miniſters, 
being wholly govern'd by Example. | 
In vain do the Clergy Preach, and 
; Complain of the Immorality and Wick- 

41M Ty edneſs 


1:83 | 

edneſs of the Age; ſo long as the Law 
10 7 and 5 Za un Offenders. 
Vertue and Vice being progreſſtve, and 

gain the Aſcendaut one of the other, ac- 
cording as they are more or eſs coun- 
tenanced and Encouraged by the Civil 
Magiſtrate, who are the. Miniſters of 
God for Good, ſo long as they do well, 
and not otherwiſe. Therefore no man s 
Quality or Station, can, or aught to ex- 
empt bim from the juſt Cenſure of the 
Law, Moral Juſtice being that to 
which every man has a natural Right , 
and the = thing now wanting to make 


the King and bis People truly Happy. 


* It's both certain and Evident to all 
* men, that the Publick Peace and 
* Happineſs of any State or Kingdom, 
© cannot be preſerved, where the Laws, 
© Liberties, and Cuſtoms eſt abliſped by 
* the lawful Authority in it, are openly 
* tranſgreſſed and annulled. 


D And 
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© And whereas no Nation can ſub- 

- ſiſt without the Adminiſtration of 0 
good and impartial Juſtice, upon 
which mens Lives, Liberties, Ho- 
© nours, and. Eſtates, do- depend. 

Jerem, 8. 22. Is there; no halm in Gile- 

ad ? is there no Phyſician there? Why. 

then is not the Health of ibe Daughter 


of my P oh Recovered ? 


WHAT 


** 


W lates to Matter of Fact) is not our of - 
Malice to any Man's Perſon (for I think, 
according to my peor Capacity, the 
hea vieſt Puniſhment tliat can be inflicted upon 
State Offenders, is, That they may out-live- their 
Honour and Eſtates. Better a few ſuffer jultly; - 
than the whole Nation be ruined. And in this 
caſe there's no medium. For all the Mony inthe. 
Kingdom won't fill a Sack that has no bottom. 
The Glorious Liberty of a Free Subject, is a Jew: 
el of Ineftimable value.) But. to vindicate my 
ſelf, and fatisfie the World, I was moved 
and led to do what I did in reference to 
the Publick, thro? a ſenſe of Duty, and a juſt 
Apprehenſion and Foreſight of the Evils that 
would enſue, and are ſince come to paſs, And 
that I am no Mad- man, or Enemy to the Go- 
vernment (as I have been rendred for almoſt theſe. 
ſeven, Years paſt), but a true Engliſh-man ( right- 
ly underſtood) and his Majeſty's faithful Subect. 
Nevertheleſs I am-obliged in Duty, to beg pardon, 
for my Weakneſs, Frailty, and freedom of Speech, 
which now I do upon my bended Knees, before 
this Auguſt Aſſembly, Who are. the..Wildem-of-- 


W HAT I have writ (more than what re» 


the Nation, and the great Conſervators of the Li- 


berties and Property of the People. So I ſhall - 
not preſume to ſay — more, but cloſe all with - 


I appeared in Print, 
Who 


what I writ, when 


Whoever, with an Impartial Eye, ſhall behold 
the Conſtitution of the Emg/iſþh Monarchy, 
muſt acknowledge it to be the beſt Eſtabliſhed 
Government in the World; Whoſe Parliaments 
are (and have been) the glory of their Prince, the 
Bulwark of the People, and the Terror of their 
Enemies. And whenever there was that happy 
Union between King and Parlirment, which now 
we have the Bleſſing to enjoy, it hath begot an 
Excellent Harmony, and great and glorious Acti- 
ons have been performed by our Anceſtors, to 
their immortal Fame, who have often made the 
Gallick, Shore to Tremble. 


5 


1 am with all profound Reſpect, 
Your Honours 
Obedi 
Robert Croxfeild. 5 


Feb. 6. 1701. 


